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O
n the morning of February 1, 

Daewe Aung, 15, was trying, and 

failing, to connect to Zoom for 

her online classes. 

Phyo Thiri Thu, 17, woke up 

and grabbed her phone to scroll through 

Instagram as usual. “I noticed the WiFi was 

down, so I turned on my cellular data – and it 

wouldn’t work either,” she says. 

Yvonne Yi, 17, heard her parents talking 

in hushed whispers about something that 

sounded urgent; she says: “When I got up 

two hours later, I found out via the news and 

my friends’ messages that Aung San Suu Kyi 

and U Win Myint had been detained.” 

This was the start to the coup that has 

turned life upside down in Myanmar. The 

military arrested Suu Kyi, the leader of 

Myanmar’s governing National League for 

Democracy (NLD) party. The arrest came 

amid weeks of tension after the military 

refused to accept the NLD’s victory in the 

November general elections. 

“My initial reaction was shock and 

disbelief,” says Phyo. “With the internet 

down, we couldn’t read the news nor confirm 

what was going on. Then I was afraid the 

internet might not be back, ever!” 

For many residents, this is a recurring 

nightmare. They remembered what it was 

like to live under an oppressive military 

regime just a decade ago. 

“We had no WiFi, no connection with 

outside countries, SIM cards cost US$2,000 

a piece, and you had to smuggle a second-

hand car in from another country to even 

own one,” Yvonne says. “My biggest fear 

as the day went on was that after all the 

struggle for democracy, we’d go back to a 

life without freedom.” 

“I was angry at the people 

responsible for all this,” says 

Phyo. “It’s unfair to the 

citizens who voted. It’s unfair 

for those that have lost their 

lives just by peacefully 

protesting. It’s unfair for the families that’ve 

been split apart by unreasonable arrests.”

On social networks, the situation in 

Myanmar has been compared to the film The 

Purge, and Yvonne and Daewe agree. 

“At night, my parents and other adults 

in the neighbourhood have to patrol the area 

with weapons in hand to keep a lookout for 

criminals that the military freed to cause 

havoc,” says Yvonne.

“Every night, we lock the doors, the 

windows, and padlock the gate shut as well 

as wrap a chain around for extra protection,” 

Daewe says. “During the day, millions  

protest. Police can arrest people and shoot 

them. They can do whatever they want.” 

A telecommunications curfew has been 

imposed from 1am to 9am. Free speech 

has been stifled. Factories have stopped as 

workers flood the streets to protest. Every 

day there are stories of someone dying in the 

streets, either at the hand of the military or 

the freed thugs. At 8pm each night, residents 

bang pots and pans to protest. 

“The pandemic vanished in a matter of 

days,” says Phyo, “not because there aren’t 

any patients, but because the doctors are on 

strike. No one is getting tested.” 

Daewe’s family has been through three 

military coups. The first was in 1962 and the 

next in 1988. “My grandparents are in shock 

but have become almost numb,” Daewe says. 

“They told me that there’s no point 

holding a grudge against the military for 

what they have done to our family … it’ll only 

tire us out and we’ll get nothing back. 

“I can see how stressed my mum is,” 

she continues. Her family worries they might 

have to flee. “But I have so much that I would 

have to leave behind here that I want to 

stay.” Several of Daewe’s family members 

have also been arrested. They were charity 

owners and their organisation’s money has 

been taken by the military. 

As international school students, 

Yvonne, Phyo, and Daewe’s schools now start 

later due to the internet curfew. News sites 

are difficult to access; homework must be 

done as fast as possible, before the internet 

is cut off; and with the coup on their minds 

24/7, students find it difficult to learn. 

“Classes aren’t the same,” says Phyo. 

“I can sense the fear in my teachers and 

peers.” With so many protesting during the 

day, attendance is low. “Discussions are dry 

and extracurriculars are on hold.” 

Because students at her school come 

from varied backgrounds, including military 

families, the coup is a divisive and sensitive 

topic, with cyberbullying on both sides. 

Yvonne’s school has decided to remain 

apolitical. She says students think this is 

hypocritical and the school director’s reasons 

vague. He had said he was reluctant to put 

anything in writing that might put the school 

“at risk” – even a statement of neutrality. 

Though it is an uphill battle, the people 

of Myanmar haven’t lost hope. “The way the 

citizens have managed to keep their spirits 

up, stay united and keep fighting for almost 

a month straight now, no matter what the 

military throws at us, makes me feel hope 

and also pride,” says Yvonne. Phyo is buoyed 

when she sees people doing brave things 

or just helping one another. 

“When I go into the crowds 

during protests and hear the 

passionate cries and chants, I 

feel empowered; like this whole 

thing will end soon,” she says.

Protestors sit in front of the Chinese embassy due to the CCP’s 

alleged involvement with the military coup. Photo: Phyo Thiri Thu



H
ong Kong’s coronavirus vaccination 

programme should not be suspended 

following the death of a chronically ill man 

after he received the Sinovac shot, according to 

medical experts.

But there were signs the death of the 63-year-

old with pre-existing health conditions was denting 

public confidence. The operator of the Jordan 

vaccination centre where the man was injected 

reported that half of the people booked for shots 

yesterday did not show up.

The backing for the scheme’s continuation 

came ahead of an expert committee on adverse 

reactions to vaccines meeting at 5pm to study the 

circumstances of the fatality.

Yesterday also brought confirmation of 14 new 

Covid-19 cases, all local transmissions with eight 

untraceable infections among them. The city’s 

coronavirus tally now stands at 11,046 confirmed 

cases and 200 related deaths.

Bookings for the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 

also opened yesterday morning, with health 

professionals urging people with chronic diseases 

who were unsure about their conditions to speak 

to their doctor before taking a jab. A warning also 

appeared on the government’s booking website 

for both vaccines: “If you (or your carer(s)*) (1) 

have chronic illnesses or (2) are doubtful about 

the suitability for vaccination due to your medical 

illnesses, please do not make your appointment 

and consult your family doctor.”

Health authorities on Tuesday night revealed 

they were investigating the death of the man who 

had suffered shortness of breath two days after 

being vaccinated late last month.

Professor David Hui Shu-cheong, a respiratory 

medicine expert at Chinese University, said the 

death was likely related to heart disease, noting the 

patient’s heart had stopped beating within a short 

period of it slowing down.

Staff writer

Bookings for the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine opened  
yesterday morning. Photo: Sam Tsang

LONDON – A Chinese university 

lecturer in Britain was viciously 

attacked last week, renewing fears 

of violent anti-Asian racism in 

the country amid the coronavirus 

pandemic.

Peng Wang, who teaches 

financial management at the 

University of Southampton, was 

attacked in broad daylight by four 

white men aged between 20 and 

25 while jogging just minutes from 

his home.

“Some crazy guys shouted 

at me from their car on the other 

side of the road,” the 37-year-old 

lecturer said. “They said ‘Chinese 

virus, get out [of] this country!” and 

used foul language.

Wang said he yelled back at 

the men, who drove away but then 

circled back and attacked him. The 

assault left him with a bloody nose 

and bruises to his face and arm.

A 21-year-old suspect was 

arrested and later released while 

investigations continue.

Britain

Staff writer

The victim is a lecturer at the  
University of Southampton

LONDON – More than a third 

of young adults have reported 

symptoms of smartphone 

addiction, regardless of the length 

of time spent on their device each 

day, a new study has found.

Research from King’s College 

London revealed that around 39 

per cent of people aged 18-30 

reported symptoms such as losing 

control over how long they spend 

on their phone, distress when they 

cannot access it, and neglecting 

other areas of their life.

The research found that 

more than two-thirds (69 per 

cent) of those showing signs of 

phone addiction reported poor 

sleep regardless of the time spent 

looking at their phone.

According to the study, around 

a quarter of those who showed 

signs of addiction used their phone 

for three hours a day and a further 

18.5 per cent said they used their 

device for more than five hours 

each day.

Deutsche Presse-Agentur

BEIJING – Alibaba and Ant Group 

founder Jack Ma, pictured, has lost 

the title of China’s richest man, 

according to a list published on 

Tuesday.

It showed that Ma’s peers 

prospered while his empire was put 

under heavy scrutiny by regulators.

Ma and his family had held the 

top spot for the country’ s richest 

in the Hurun Global Rich List in 

2020 and 2019 but they are now in 

fourth place behind bottled water 

maker Nongfu Spring’s Zhong 

Shanshan, Tencent Holding’s 

Pony Ma and e-commerce upstart 

Pinduoduo’s Collin Huang, the 

latest list revealed.

His fall out of the top three 

comes “after China’s regulators 

reined in Ant Group and Alibaba on 

antitrust issues”, the Hurun report 

said.

Alibaba owns the South China 

Morning Post.

Ma’s recent woes were 

triggered by an October 24 

speech in which he blasted China’s 

regulatory system, leading to the 

suspension of his Ant Group’s 

US$37 billion (HK$287 billion) IPO 

just days before the fintech giant’s 

public listing.

Zhong took top spot with 

a fortune of 550 billion yuan 

(HK$458 billion), followed by 

Tencent’s Ma (480 billion yuan),  

and Pinduoduo’s Huang (450 

billion yuan), the list said. In 

comparison, the wealth of Ma and 

his family stood at 360 billion yuan.

China

Reuters
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*Postponed from 2020 due to Covid-19
Sources: Eden Project International, Google Maps Pictures: Getty Images

As the Eden Project celebrates its 20th anniversary, it has set its
sights on a global expansion reaching every continent bar Antarctica

Christmas illuminations at
original site in Cornwall, UK

GLOBAL AMBITIONS (due dates where known)

Eden project looks to expand

Australia
Anglesea
Victoria

Chad
Ecological
restoration of Lake
Chad (UNESCO
partnership to create
sustainable farming)

China
Qingdao
Shandong
(2023)

China
Jizhou
Tianjin

P a c i f i c

O c e a n

P a c i f i c

O c e a n
A t l a n t i c

O c e a n

I n d i a n

O c e a n

Costa Rica
Nicoya Peninsula

New Zealand
Christchurch

UAE
Terra –
Sustainability Pavilion
Expo 2020 Dubai
(Oct 1, 2021-
Mar 31, 2022)*

UK
St Austell (Original Eden Project, opened 2001)
Derry-Londonderry, Northern Ireland (2023)
Morecambe (2024)
Dundee, Scotland

US
Graniteville
South Carolina

Eden Projects:
Recreate natural
rainforest environments
in giant hemispherical
biomes that house
thousands of plant
species



W
hen an extreme weather event 

devastates an ocean’s lifeblood, 

its recovery could be aided by 

oceanic medics: sharks.

That’s the idea behind a 

study on the fish and their role in the ocean. The 

study, led by researchers at Florida International 

University (FIU) in the United States, was 

published this week in the Journal of Animal 

Ecology. It suggests that if you decimate sharks, 

you make oceans less resilient to extreme 

climate events.

The team found that predators, like some 

sharks, including tiger sharks in this study, are 

critical for maintaining stability and biodiversity 

in the world’s oceans. The study found sharks 

are important in helping ecosystems recover 

when devastation hits from hurricanes or 

marine heatwaves.

Sharks eat grazing animals that feed on 

aquatic plants like seagrass – which helps 

maintain water clarity, stores carbon dioxide, 

and houses fish and other organisms that can 

keep seas healthy, the researchers say.

The team conducted a 16-month study in 

Shark Bay, Australia, an area populated by tiger 

sharks and dugongs, a cousin to the manatee. 

Dugongs are strictly marine animals, whereas 

manatees can thrive in freshwater areas.

“Grazing animals, including turtles and 

dugongs, eat seagrass. Sharks eat the grazers. 

Grazers fear the sharks. So, when sharks are 

around, the grazers often avoid the area. While 

the grazers are away, the aquatic plants have 

time to grow and recover. When an extreme 

climate event strikes, the ecosystem must deal 

with a whole new set of variables that requires 

time to recover,” the study said.

Shark Bay was selected because a historic 

heatwave had killed off much of the bay’s 

seagrass cover in 2011. Recovery was slow but 

was aided by the seasonal presence of sharks, 

researchers found.

The grazers feed on shallow seagrass 

meadows but swim to deeper waters until 

sharks leave in winter. But the 2011 heatwave 

destroyed much of the seagrass, and the 

dugongs munched much of what was left.

Researchers wanted to know what would 

happen if the sharks didn’t return during the 

summer and the dugongs were free to devour 

the grass.

In April and May 2013, the team placed 30 

experimental plots 2 to 3 metres deep in two 

seagrass banks in Shark Bay. By using previous 

calculations of how many dugongs were around 

and how much they ate, researchers were able 

to mimic the way dugongs feed on the seagrass 

in the summer and what it would be like if there 

were no sharks around, FIU reported.

“Their experiment left the area with no 

recovery time – meaning if the dugongs grazed 

year-round, they’d end up inadvertently 

destroying the critically important seagrass 

canopy. The research shows that when top 

predators are gone, not only does the structure 

of the ecosystem break down, but it’s also all 

but impossible for that ecosystem to stage a 

comeback,” FIU said.

Lead author Rob Nowicki said the links 

they proved between different elements of 

an ecosystem “show climate resilience is not 

something that happens on its own. It happens 

in conjunction with species conservation.

“Ultimately to rein in climatic extremes 

that are becoming more common and intense, 

we know we need to cut carbon production. But 

that’s going to take time,” he added.

“It’s almost like we’re on a leaky boat with a 

hole. We need to fix the boat at some point, but 

in the meantime, we can grab a bucket and get 

the water out. 

“That’s kind of what we’re doing here – 

we’re making the case that protecting predator 

species and keeping these species relationships 

can actually lead to resilience to these events. It 

can buy us time,” Nowicki said. “And we need as 

much time as we can get.” 
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The original version 

K
im Hyeong-seek knows what he would do in 

a zombie apocalypse.

He has a supply of canned and dried 

food, and has seen enough zombie movies to 

realise his best chance of survival is to hop on a 

bicycle rather than get into a car. Zombies have 

a thing for cars, and then there’s the inevitable 

gridlock. When the time comes, though, he 

reckons it’d be best to relent and let the zombies 

feast on him so he can join their ragged, swift 

masses.

Kim has his reasons. A cultural studies 

scholar and critic who became fascinated with 

zombies when he was a college student confused 

about his future in a cutthroat society, he related 

far more to the hordes of undead clamouring at 

the door than the living fighting to shut them out.

Lately, it seems zombies are everywhere in 

South Korea.

They’ve taken over high-speed trains, swept 

through densely packed apartment complexes, 

and risen in the demilitarised zone between the 

Koreas. They’ve emerged in 15th- and  

16th-century Korean history, cropped up in 

K-pop songs and videos, and peppered vitriolic 

barbs exchanged by politicians. There have been 

accounts of a private detective, a runaway girl, a 

king and a grandpa, each with the unmistakable 

ashen skin hue, unfocused pupils and insatiable 

hunger for human flesh.

Eschewed just a few years ago as a grotesque 

foreign phenomenon, zombies have since 

proliferated in the Korean imagination, producing 

a flood of movies, dramas, novels and even 

academic works on and about the undead.

In the midst of a viral pandemic that at times 

feels uncannily like a zombie apocalypse, South 

Korea’s walking dead have also struck a nerve 

with international audiences. The zombie flick 

#Alive topped Netflix’s worldwide streaming last 

autumn and entered the top 10 in 90 countries. 

Hollywood, which popularised the modern 

cinematic zombie, is planning a remake of Train 

to Busan, the 2016 blockbuster that instigated 

South Korea’s zombie craze. The government has 

taken to promoting them as a soft power cultural 

export – dubbing them “K-Zombies”.

Zombies sell and zombies travel. It’s a huge 

shift from seven years ago when Kim decided 

to focus his master’s thesis on zombies and the 

social anxieties they reflect. His advisers tried to 

talk him out of it, saying zombies were a niche 

genre with little appeal or relevance. But seeing 

the gaping inequalities, rat-race competition and 

distrust in government and institutions all around 

him, Kim bet zombies would one day slip into the 

South Korean psyche.

“Whenever the world is unstable and people 

are anxious, and there’s a prevalent sense 

that social collapse is near, zombies surge in 

popularity,” he said. “It’s a creature that feeds on 

the anxieties and fears of any given society and 

morphs accordingly.”

With origins in voodooism in colonial Haiti, 

zombies have for decades served as a social 

allegory providing biting (ahem) commentary in 

the US. Some of the earliest American zombie 

flicks by George Romero were charged with 

the racial tensions of the 1960s or the mindless 

consumerism of the 1970s.

Train to Busan was released following two 

events that shook South Korea’s faith in its 

government: the bungled 2014 rescue response 

by officials that led to the drowning of hundreds 

of high school students in a ferry sinking, and 

the widespread panic caused in 2015 when the 

government provided little – or inaccurate – 

information on the spread of the Middle East 

Respiratory Syndrome.

“It tapped into the dread people were 

experiencing at the time,” said cultural 

psychologist Han Min. “The country or the society 

won’t guarantee your survival. ... If you want to 

live, you’ve got to fend for yourself.”

Han said he saw reflected in the ultra-fast 

zombies in South Korean movies and dramas – in 

contrast to the slow, ambling classic zombies – 

the frenetic pressures today’s South Koreans face 

to adapt and get ahead. “It’s a society in which 

you have to be fast to survive,” he said.

College senior Kim Jin-hyun had initially 

watched the movies and dramas as escapist 

fun. But he came to see himself and his 

contemporaries in them after a friend died 

abruptly in 2017.

The friend, who was studying medicine, had 

worried about flunking out of school and spent 

his days studying while also working a part-time 

job overnight at a convenience store. He died 

at 20 of a heart attack in his cramped, cluttered 

apartment.

Kim had felt similar pressure, loading 

delivery trucks or working at bars or restaurants 

while in college. After his friend’s passing, he 

started questioning whether he’d been mindlessly 

rushing along in his life like a zombie instead of 

focusing on what was important to him.

“Zombies are human beings that have lost 

their humanity,” said Kim, now 24. “That doesn’t 

seem to exist just in fantasy.”

Last February, when the coronavirus 

outbreak emerged in South Korea, Joo Dong-

geun was startled to see so much of what had 

gripped his imagination about zombies play out 

in the real world.

He authored a series of web comics from 

2009 to 2011 set in a high school in a city overrun 

with zombies. He drew on his memories of his 

school days, with strict hierarchies between

teachers and students, bullies and the bulli

enjoyed the thought experiment of those st

breaking down in the face of survival.

“The fear comes from not being able to

the people you used to know, having to que

‘You’ve been infected, haven’t you?’” he rec

“You end up being forced to stab someone 

was your friend a short while ago.”

A couple of months after he started po

the comics, the website asked him to take t

down after parents complained they were t

gruesome. But the series had been so popu

that he was soon signed on as a paid comic

A Netflix series based on his comic, titled Al

Are Dead, is due for release this year.

When Joo saw images of Wuhan being 

barricaded in the early days of the pandem

felt a lot like the fictional city in his comic, w

he imagined would be cut off and abandone

the central government, along with any sur

Fresh in his memory at the time was the im

of shipping containers piled high in central 

in 2008 by a president fearful of democrati

protests.

“I wanted to draw the utmost accurate

depiction of Korea,” he said. “I melded with

story the South Korean society I lived throu

Kim, the cultural studies scholar, last a

published a 504-page treatise on zombies, 

ontology and their resurgence in the times 

neoliberalism titled Zombiology.

For him, South Korea’s young zombie 

canon is distinct in that many of the stories

interested not just in the human fight for su

but in how the undead came to be. They im

impoverished populations on the margins f

victim to a viral epidemic – not unlike today

world. In the hit Netflix series Kingdom, fam

peasants in war-torn Chosun dynasty in Kor

turn into zombies after unknowingly eating

human flesh. In the 2016 animated movie S

Station, patient zero is a homeless man who

shown bleeding on a sidewalk between the 

of commuters scurrying past, no one stopp

help.

“In other countries, it’s about how quic

you kill the zombies. That’s not necessarily 

the case for Korean zombies. You feel for th

zombies, and lament the humans keeping t

out,” he said.

If South Korea’s zombies are resonatin

elsewhere, Kim said it’s because they touch

universal themes of class and inequality, as

the Oscar-winning movie Parasite.

“Zombies are often thought of as ignor

unconscious slaves that simply follow along

said. “But they can turn the world upside do

They can incite a revolution.”

Los Angeles Times

Edited by Susan Ramsay

In the 2020 South Korean film Peninsula, the country is overrun by zombies. Photo: Well Go Entertainment



Better ways to write:

Instead of: give in, use: relent 

In use: The president said he will not relent 

until the terrorist threat is completely 

eliminated from the country.  

Instead of: making a loud complaint or 

demand, use: clamouring

In use: The public are clamouring for a change 

of government as the current one is accused of 

corruption and human rights abuses.

Instead of: full of hate and anger,  

use: vitriolic 

In use: China’s status as an emerging 

superpower is at the heart of today’s vitriolic 

attacks on the country, analysts say. 

Instead of: looking pale and grey (usually 

from illness, shock, or fear), use: ashen 

In use: My friend was ashen and trembling as 

he told us about the “ghost” he saw last night. 

Instead of: unable to be satisfied, such as by 

hunger or passion, use: insatiable 

In use: Americans’ insatiable appetite for sushi 

is depleting tuna stocks. 

Instead of: avoided, use: eschewed

In use: Over Lent, we eschewed chocolate. I’m 

so glad that’s over. 

Instead of: weird and ugly, use: grotesque

In use: During the ritual, performers wore 

grotesque masks to convey the nightmares the 

child was having

Instead of: multiplied; quickly increased in 

number, use: proliferated

In use: Rabbits were introduced to Australia 

as an easy source of food, but have since 

proliferated.

Instead of: in a weird, almost supernatural, 

way, use: uncannily

In use: That potato looks uncannily like Uncle 

Jason’s head.

Instead of: aimed at or affecting only a small 

number of people, use: niche (neesh)

In use: Those hiking shoes cater to a niche 

market. 

Instead of: a kind of hidden message on 

society, use: social allegory

In use: Charles Dickens wrote Oliver Twist as 

a social allegory on what was happening in 

England at the time.

Instead of: fast and energetic but in a way 

that is uncontrolled, use: frenetic

In use: Despite our frenetic attempts to tidy 

up, Mum knew something was terribly wrong 

as soon as she entered the kitchen. 

Instead of: notable people alive at the same 

time, use: contemporaries

In use: Pablo Picasso was not only Salvador 

Dali’s contemporary, but also his biggest rival.

Instead of: layers, bands or groups in which 

society is organised, use: strata

In use: The rigid strata of the tribal society 

meant that anyone born into a poor family 

would never be able to become a leader.

Instead of: blended, use: melded

In use: He melded country music with rock ’n’ 

roll to create his own style.

Instead of: continuing to have a powerful 

effect or value, use: resonating

In use: The message of human rights is 

resonating in many countries ruled by 

dictators, the activist said.

Idioms and phrases 

zombie apocalypse – the battle between 

zombies and humans in which civilisation 

collapses

Explainer: the word “apocalypse” comes from 

the Bible, meaning the final battle that will end 

the world. But now, paired with zombies, it 

jokingly refers to when humans will be fighting 

dead people who have been brought back to 

life.

In use: I don’t know what I would do during a 

zombie apocalypse. I’d be too lazy to fight.

have a thing for – attracted to someone or 

something

In use: Hmm, do you have a thing for Angelina? 

It seems so by the way you keep looking at her.

cutthroat – competing in an unfair way, 

without considering any harm caused to others

Explainer: figuratively speaking, cutthroat 

means competitors are ready to cut each 

other’s throats in order to get ahead

In use: Catering in a city like Hong Kong can 

be a cutthroat business; you have to work 

exceptionally hard to make a profit.

cropped up – unexpectedly happened or 

appeared

In use: After social-distancing rules were 

relaxed, dozens of new Covid-19 cases cropped 

up.

peppered – sprinkled (in this case) as you 

would sprinkle pepper or salt over food

In use: The principal’s speech was peppered 

with fun anecdotes from his school days.

barbs – words used to hurt others

Explainer: a barb is the sharp part of a fish 

hook or arrow, making it hard to remove it 

from something 

In use: I hate going to Mrs Jones’ classes. I’m 

sick of all her barbs about me being lazy.

struck a nerve – got a (bad) reaction

In use: When the teacher told us we would lose 

marks in the exam for being late, that struck a 

nerve.

rat-race – the term used to describe working 

people trying to get ahead

Explainer: It suggests they are using a lot of 

energy and are under a lot of pressure but 

getting nowhere

In use: I am taking a gap year after I graduate 

from university. I’m not ready to enter the rat-

race yet.

biting – used to describe words that criticise 

someone or something, usually in an unkind 

way

In use: I wrote a biting essay about school 

rules. I hope I don’t get into trouble.

charged – filled with emotion

In use: The crowd was charged with 

anticipation as they waited for the president’s 

arrival. 

drew on – used information or your knowledge 

of something to help you do something

In use: During the exam, students sometimes 

drew on their own knowledge to answer the 

questions.

patient zero – the first person to get sick from 

a contagious disease

In use: To find out where Covid-19 started, we 

would have to find patient zero, some scientists 

say. 

What does that mean?

gridlock  – how Americans describe  

a traffic jam

demilitarised zone – the area 

between North and South Korea that 

technically belongs to no one

the undead – in this case, it means 

“zombies” but it can also mean any 

other kind of supernatural being that 

was once human

blockbuster – used to describe a 

movie, book or TV show that is very 

successful and popular

psyche – the deepest thoughts, 

feelings, or beliefs 

voodooism  – a belief involving 

magic that came from Africa, with the 

slaves taking it to the Americas

flunking out of school – failing 

exams and having to leave school

hierarchies – systems of ranking 

people

treatise – a formal essay that deals 

systematically with a certain subject

ontology – the study of what it 

means to exist, what qualities things 

have, and how they relate to each 

other

neoliberalism – a political approach 

that promotes free-market 

capitalism, fewer laws, and less 

government spending

canon – a list of works, such as 

novels, games or music, about a 

certain subject that are generally 

agreed to be worth studying
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The Young Post version

In South Korea, zombies are 

everywhere and feeding on people’s 

fears and anxieties.

Kim Hyeong-seek knows what to do 

when the zombies come. He has canned 

and dried food, and has seen enough 

zombie movies to realise his best 

chance of survival is to hop on a bicycle 

rather than get into a car. Zombies like 

cars, and then there’s the inevitable 

traffic jam. 

When the time comes, though, he 

thinks it’d be best to surrender and let 

the zombies feast on him. Then he can 

himself become a zombie.

Kim has his reasons. The cultural 

studies scholar is confused about 

his future in a stressful society. So 

he relates to the undead more than 

humans. 

Zombies have emerged in Korean 

history, K-pop songs and videos. They 

have even appeared in trains and flats. 

Unpopular just a few years ago as an 

ugly foreign thing, zombies have since 

grown in the Korean imagination, 

producing a flood of movies, dramas, 

novels and even academic works.

It’s a huge shift from seven 

years ago when Kim decided to focus 

his master’s thesis on zombies and 

the social stress they reflect. His 

advisers tried to talk him out of it, 

saying zombies were not relevant. 

But seeing the rich-poor divide, high 

workplace competition, and distrust in 

government and institutions all around 

him, Kim bet zombies would one day 

consume Koreans, too.

“Whenever the world is unstable 

and people are anxious [like during 

the current pandemic], and there’s a 

prevalent sense that social collapse is 

near, zombies surge in popularity,” he 

said. “It’s a creature that feeds on the 

anxieties and fears of any given society 

and morphs accordingly.”

The zombies in South Korean 

movies and dramas are ultra-fast, in 

contrast to the slow classic creatures. 

This reflects the pressures today’s 

South Koreans face to adapt and get 

ahead. This is a society in which you 

have to be fast to survive.

In February last year when the 

coronavirus outbreak emerged in South 

Korea, Joo Dong-geun was startled to 

see so much of what had gripped his 

imagination about zombies play out in 

the real world.

He wrote a series of web comics 

from 2009 to 2011 set in a high school 

in a city overrun with zombies. “The 

fear comes from not being able to trust 

the people you used to know, having to 

question, ‘You’ve been infected, haven’t 

you?’” he recalled. “You end up being 

forced to stab someone who was your 

friend a short while ago.”

When Joo saw images of Wuhan 

being barricaded in the early days 

of the pandemic, it felt a lot like 

the fictional city in his comic, which 

he imagined would be cut off and 

abandoned by the central government, 

along with any survivors. 

Kim, the cultural studies scholar, 

says South Korea’s zombie works are 

distinct in that many of the stories are 

interested not just in the human fight 

for survival, but in how the undead 

came to be. They imagine impoverished 

populations falling victim to a viral 

epidemic – not unlike today’s world. 

“In other countries, it’s about how 

quickly you kill the zombies. That’s 

not necessarily the case for Korean 

zombies. You feel for the zombies, and 

lament the humans keeping them out,” 

he said.

If South Korea’s zombies are 

becoming popular elsewhere, Kim said, 

it’s because they touch on universal 

themes of class and inequality, as did 

the Oscar-winning movie Parasite.

“Zombies are often thought of 

as ignorant, unconscious slaves that 

simply follow along,” he said. “But they 

can turn the world upside down. They 

can incite a revolution.”



Our topics always get a lot of responses. Check out what other 

students hadto say and join the conversation at scmp.com/yp.

Next week’s question: Should the Covid-19 vaccine scheme 

go ahead after a man died after receiving the jab?

Send your answers to yp@scmp.com before midnight on 

Monday. Don’t forget to include “Talking Points” in the subject 

line, as well as your name, age and school.

Cash would have been far better. Some Hongkongers, 

for example, the elderly, may not know how to use 

electronic payment methods. While they may have the 

vouchers, they will not know how to use them. This 

could be inconvenient and embarrassing.

What’s more, vouchers will only be valid for certain 

situations. For example, they can’t be used to pay 

things like the rent or water bills. 

There are also shops where consumers won’t 

be able to spend the vouchers anyway, because the 

businesses don’t accept electronic forms of payment. 

In some old-fashioned wet markets, for example, 

customers can only pay with cash. Such vouchers are 

not user-friendly at all.

Vinky Wu

Definitely. Vouchers are plagued by limitations which 

cash easily avoids. One major concern is how the 

HK$5,000 vouchers will be issued. By registering 

Octopus cards? Most seemingly feasible plans contain 

loopholes that could allow a person to claim more than 

their dues. Distributing cash is a clearer, simpler and 

much more practical process. 

Another concern is how the vouchers will be 

limited to shops with electronic payment methods. 

Sure, an increasing number of shops are installing new 

technology, but has the government thought about 

what people really need? Many less well-off households 

struggle to provide even daily necessities, such as 

simple meals. A cash handout would have allowed them 

to buy food at wet markets, where electronic payment 

devices are a rare sight. 

Why struggle with an undeveloped digital payment 

plan when giving out cash would solve most problems?

Alicia Lau

Absolutely not. People seldom use cash 

these days because it is so much less 

convenient than the various e-payment 

systems.

In addition to their convenience in 

physical shops, many people do a lot of 

their shopping online, especially since the 

pandemic began. Vouchers are far more 

useful for internet shopping. 

Kevin Ni

The vouchers are a good idea if we can use them 

on extra-curricular activities. This is especially 

important for underprivileged families. 

Often, children in these families are 

talented but lack the financial resources to hone 

their skills. 

The vouchers could pay for, for example, 

coding classes. They could then develop a 

mobile phone game to entertain themselves 

and others, and might even go into coding as a 

career.

Samantha Zhou

Compiled by Karly Cox

I think the government made the right choice pledging vouchers 

instead of cash. The Covid-19 pandemic has put a lot of pressure 

on local businesses, so it is responsible of the government to give 

citizens a way to support these businesses. 

What’s more, with the spread of the coronavirus, maybe people 

are worried about the cleanliness of dollar bills. With the electronic 

vouchers the government is proposing, this won’t be an issue.

Electronic vouchers are also more convenient, as the seller can 

deduct the exact amount from your voucher, and you don’t have to 

worry about change.

Alexis Wong

The purpose of the vouchers is to boost Hong 

Kong’s economy. Giving out vouchers instead of 

cash will ensure residents spend at a range of 

different shops and restaurants.

If people received cash, they may not spend 

it as the government intends, but rather save it 

for other purposes in the future.

Teresa Kwok
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Amid the threat posed by Covid-19, Filipinos had to deal with several typhoons last year. Photo: Xinhua 

T
he word “resilience” has been thrown 

around to describe how the Filipinos 

are able to pick themselves up in the 

face of disaster. Calamities abound in the 

country, with the ongoing pandemic, natural 

disasters, and extreme inequality to name 

just a few, as the incapacitated suffer at the 

hands of an overwhelmed government. 

So has resilience become an excuse for 

government inaction? Or is it truly a positive 

characteristic of the Filipinos?

In the midst of Covid-19 last year, 

several typhoons hit the Philippines. Dozens 

of people died while infrastructure damage 

amounted to billions of dollars.

     During severe tropical storms, shanty 

towns built out of discarded materials are 

swept away by the water. The stench of 

death is prominent. This is the reality faced 

by the poor people in the country.

President Rodrigo Duterte was 

physically absent when Super Typhoon Rolly 

slammed into the Philippines in November 

last year. Vice-President Leni Robredo – who 

belongs to a different political party to the   

president – supervised the relief operations. 

Duterte lied about Robredo’s efforts on 

national television, warning people not to 

vote for the opposition in future elections. 

He claimed he was prohibited from going 

outside by the presidential security group.

When a government is so fractured, how 

can we expect it to effectively address such a 

dire situation? 

In truth, “Filipino resilience” is a result 

of necessity. The uncertainty of the future 

forces the underprivileged to make do with 

what they have. They stop grieving, picking 

themselves up to restart a life they have lived 

many times over. When you are robbed of 

everything, what else can you do?

Patricia Hizon, founder of the Every Day 

is Your Birthday Foundation, said: “You have 

to find the good in the mess ... We are ranked 

one of the happiest people on Earth and 

that’s very connected to why we are resilient. 

If you’re not a happy person, it’s hard to be 

resilient.” 

Filipinos have learned to appreciate 

what they have, make the most of it, and 

tolerate difficulties. Resilience is a deeply 

rooted characteristic that makes up the 

Filipino identity, and creates a sense of 

community and compassion.

 In the ever-evolving climate of 

international and domestic politics, Covid-19 

is a test of our own resilience. It does not 

mean a return to normal but it can mean 

pushing for change. A capacity for resilience 

is not built easily. The boundary between 

resilience and inaction is hard to determine. 

So: where will you draw the line?

Katie Warren,
Canadian International 
School of Hong Kong

 Filipinos have been able to pick themselves up in the face of disaster. Photo: EPA-EFE  


